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Action urged on
koala 'kill zones'

MURRAY TREMBATH

THE findings of a parlia-
mentary inquiry into koalas
has led to renewed calls for
a special national park in
south-western Sydney and
protective measures along
Heathcote Road.

The NSW upper house
inquiry found koalas could
become extinct in NSW by
2050 without urgent govern-
ment intervention to protect
their habitat.

The report recommended
an urgent survey of koa-
la numbers following last
summer's bushfires and for
the government to "urgently
prioritise the protection of
koala habitat and corridors
in the planning and imple-
mentation stages of urban

growth areas".
Sutherland  Shire En-
vironmental Centre said

there were "kill zones" along
Heathcote Road, which
should be looked into by
Sutherland Shire Council
and state MPs.

The centre also called for
the disused Cawley's Bridge
over the M6 motorway to
be turned into a safe wild-
life crossing.

State Labor MLC Mark
Buttigieg, who was a member
of the committee, said it was
vital a Georges River Koala
National Park be established.

In 2018, wildlife advocates

in St George and Sutherland
Shire said six koalas had
been killed on Heathcote
Road in the last year, includ-
ing two within a week.

They called for measures
to be taken to protect the col-
ony who move between the
upper Georges River and the

western fringe of the shire.

Secretary of Georges Riv-
er Environmental Alliance
Sharyn Cullis said the colo-
ny, which was the only one
in NSW free from disease,
was believed to number
about 400, with hundreds
more in the Holsworthy mili-
tary reserve
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HARD TO BEAR: Peter Mahoney (left), Sue Gay, James Michael Deli, Sharyn Cullis and
John Anderson campaign on Heathcote Road in 2018. Picture: John Veage
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